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STUDENTS PLAY THE WAR

f, . T " i ' v .

Army Officers See in Plan Greatest
Forward Step in the Policy of

National Preparedness

'

'"

-

in trench and Soldier students at mess.

BOO college students who are attending the
THH Instruction camp nt I'lattsljurg, N. Y.,

to a keen realization of tho fact that
the War Department meant business almost

soon as they stepped from the boats anil train
that brought them to the camp last --Monday. They
found waiting for them one or two spruce olllcers,
students like themselves, but of more experience In
military life, who marshalled them Into ranks and
marched them to the camp proper. It was then that
the majority realized that the statement "Military
discipline will prevail throughout the duration of tho
camp," printed In tho War Department bulletin, wa.s
to be taken literally.

There Is no doubt that many of the students came
to the camp with the Idea that It was to bo one
lung good time nnd that serious work was to be a
secondary matter. That Idea was soon dispelled and
n is tho universal opinion among the student soldiers
' fit they have put In about as hard a week as could
b" conceived,

The camp at I'lnttsburg Is one of the four that the
W r Department Is 'conducting this summer. The
tnreo others are at huddlngton, Mich.; ChlckamatiBa,
1'aik, (in., nnd the 1'resldlo, San Francisco. The New
York camp is by far the largest of the four. In all
afo'jut 2,000 students are receiving Instruction.

The camps are restricted to collefc'c students and
fBduates up to the ne of 30, and to students In the
Krruluatlnp clashes of hlKh schools. The Iden Is to
t'aiii youiiR, educated men so that they would be
capable of acting as otllrer.M of volunteer troops If
' ie.r services were needed. The training Klven dur-hi- K

the five weeks Is expected to (It thp young men
to sorvn us Second Ucutcnants. Army olllcers regard
t" establishment of the camps as the greatest fcr-- w

i 'I steps In the policy of national preparedness since
" establishment of the fleneral Stuff In the regu-

lar uimy
Vne Mtirtent atti'iidlng the camps have the same

il stutus as at West I'olllt, b

the) pay their own board, whlch-amoun- ts to
a week, and purchase their oiwn uniforms. The

Wit Department furnlsheM rltles nnd all other mill-l- r

eipiipment.
i' r a week bi'fore the opening of the I'lattsburg

iirnii h large force of regular troops was on the
"reparing It for tho use of the students. They
In charge of dipt. H. O. Van Horn of the Thlr- -'

Infantiv. stationed at tho IMattsburg barracks.
C'u, 'nn Horn is acting as commander of the
ti 'is' camp.

v ng t.i Die fact that there are over 600 students
Ir, "M dipt Van Horn was able to form them Into
i i'lon with himself In command witn tno rntm

f i or. The battalion is made tip of four com- -
Ml with 1.10 men to a company. This Is what Is
kn n nn war strength, and the officers In charge

regard themselves us particularly lucky to be able to uiganlze
th men in this munner, because the for prac-

tical work will be all the greater.
In command of each company Is a First TJeutenant or tho

regular army, who ranks as Captain. With each company
there Is ulso a .Second Lieutenant of the regular army. The
third commissioned otllcer Is a student who has hnd ,peclal
training In a military college and who has attended previous
camps of this kind.

All the olllcers, from the top sergeant
down to tho lowest corporal, are drawn from the ranks of the
studentH themselves. It Is planned, If possible, to have all
the men In tln camp net ns olllcers some
time during Its duration.

The tents provldul for the students are of the pyramidal
type, and ulx men oto ipiartered In a tent. The camp has
been piped throughout with running water and every pre-

caution has been taken to safeguard Ita sanitary features.
Tho camp Itself Is In an Ideal location, pitched as It Is on
the very shore of Lako Champlaln.

m

The first day in camp.

Fur the first day or two the company formations presented
a queer sight, for many of the students had not procured
uniforms, while muny others appeared In dres part military
anil part civilian. However, a military clothier had estab-
lished headquarters at the camp, and In a few days till the
student appeared In the neat khaki uniform prescribed by
the War Department. This uniform Is similar In every re-
spect to that worn by the men In the army save that the hat
cord, the color of which Indicates the branch of service, is
distinctive from anything ever before prescribed. The student
hut cord Is red, white and blue.

On the morning of the second day of camp regular work
wos started. With barely time to tumble out of their cots
and to dress the men were assembled at a:30 In the various
company streets and put through ten minutes of stiff calls-then- lc

drill. For the final spurt the men were required to do
ten dips, and this exercise has been giadually Increased until
(ome of the companies nro now doing twenty-liv- e dips.

On the tlrst day of tho regular work the men were put
through what is known as the school of the soldier. On this

in at

daj ills,, a ph.vslial eMilliill.ltioii 1 . men hum luiul'iit.d b

three in my surgeons, A second examination is held at the
close of the camp, and the lesulls of the two are compared
In former years the siirgeonn say that the imprm euunt In
the condition of virtually all the students lias 'been lem. ilk-abl- e.

Theie Is scarcely one who has nut bem llted greatly
by camp life, us haideniMl musiles ami liicrcn-e- power of
endliraiKe have tesUllcd.

Un the third day the men were supplied with rltles mid
the manual of arms wi taught. The tlrst of the daily In-

spections of quarters was ulso held and the students were
Instructed how to make up their cots In the appioved military
style. From th'ii on the old soldier rule, "one soldier, one
liiiuk, one i Hie," Ao, was drlllnl Into the student until the
Captain and his aids were nole to make the uiorutm.' In-

spection with scarcely a word of criticism.
The surgeons also gave the tlrst of the d vac-

cinations during tile week This is given free of charge to
all the students who desire it, nnd all took ad-
vantage of the This vaccination m'iat be
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What the College Men Training
Plattsburg Are Doing Under Actual

Regular Army Discipline
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Instruction digging fighting.

uiiderKradimtes
opportunities

prartlcally
opportunity.

given three times, nt period about ten days apart.
livery afternoon retreat l" h 1 at 1, being pre-

ceded b guard mount a half hour t.irlur At ntri.it
the entire battn nin nspemnb s under arms and ctnr
at picsent arms, wh.le the band plays "Tho Star
Spangled Manner" as the Ilag U lowered. Several
men at.' from ea. It company every night ?

mount uiiard. Thec men are on guard throughout
the night nnd walk pot for two hours and then rest
l ir four hours.

Some of the regular nnnv oKlcer;" slio had only
served wltli troops of the line ucro surprised nt tho
l ipid advance made by the students in mastering tho
i lose order drill during the p.it 'uek. In practically
three days the students bad aequm.,1 the tundi-inentn- N

and were able to execute the commands, in
such a manner us to elicit commendation lrom tho
otllcer". It b this ability to master problems quickly
that cliaraeterlzi the stud, nt camps throughout ami
piiables the students to cover much ground In the
tlve weeks allowed for training.

The first week of the camp Is regarded ns ry far
the hardest nnd men uninteresting of tho the.

the second week the work will bo mote
varied and the students will begin to ret ft tasto of
leal campaigning. After a day or two npent in mas-
tering the details of extended order tho student bat-
talion will be ready for some Minple problem lu
iimnipuvre!..

The companies will proceed from four to ten
miles from the camp and will b" instructed in prob-
lem of patrolling, advance ami rear guard, Jjojuo
of the regular troops will ait as the enemy, ami
blank ammunition will bo iv (nr tho isako nt
lealisin.

Th third meek these problems will bo Increased
in illllleiilty and extent until they resemble those ans-.n- g

in a leal buttle. The last week spent In tho regu-
lar camp will bo Klven over to nlb practice. Ti'.i
students who attain the required average will receive
badges showing that they have qaalllled us shaip-sliooter- s

or marksmen, and homo may even attain
the grade of expert riilemen.

During the llfth week will bo held tho pra !!
march, the tlnal test of rflliiency nnd th practleil
application of all that has been taught In the four
preceding weeks.

Intrenching tools will be car: ! and the students
will be Instructed In tint all Important fiature ot
modern win fare, trench digging ami the formation of
bomb proof .shelters. Various problems of reconnais-
sance, utbu! ami defeiae u ; bt taken Up

I'ractlcal y every college and university in New
York city and State ha.s Uh reprcstiitu'iws at the
camp. The other students are drawn cruelly fr 'in the
educational institutions of New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and the New Kngland States.
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